
AMA Code of Medical Ethics 
 
9.7.5 Torture 
 
Torture refers to the deliberate, systematic, or wanton administration of cruel, inhumane, and degrading 
treatments or punishments during imprisonment or detainment. 
 
Physicians must oppose and must not participate in torture for any reason. Participation in torture 
includes, but is not limited to, providing or withholding any services, substances, or knowledge to 
facilitate the practice of torture. Physicians must not be present when torture is used or threatened. 
 
Physicians may treat prisoners or detainees if doing so is in their best interest, but physicians should not 
treat individuals to verify their health so that torture can begin or continue. 
 
Physicians who treat torture victims should not be persecuted. 
 
Physicians should help provide support for victims of torture and, whenever possible, strive to change 
situations in which torture is practiced or the potential for torture is great. 
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